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PRESS STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF UTAG-UEW ON THE 

DEVELOPMENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION, WINNEBA 

28th March 2019 

 

Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen of the media. We have invited you here 

today to present the position of majority of the members of UTAG-UEW on 

current developments at UEW Winneba and Ajumako campuses. We wish to 

state, emphatically, that those of us who constitute majority of the members of 

UTAG-UEW, and whose views and on whose behalf we are presenting this 

release today, have never, in more than 18 months, had our concerns or 

views acknowledged and addressed either by UTAG-National or any 

individuals holding themselves up as UTAG-UEW leaders. We are alive to the 

position of UTAG-National on current developments on our campuses and 

have been watching with disquiet the retrogressive role of UTAG-National and 

the demands it is making on both the UEW Council and the Vice-Chancellor 

to take certain steps that do not promote the interest of UEW. 

 

We wish to state strongly that we, the members gathered here as well as all 

others that have signed unto this Press Release, are bona fide members of 

the Local Chapter of the UTAG. We, therefore, have the right and 

responsibility to express our opinion on current developments in the 

University of Education, Winneba and particularly on the unfortunate conduct 

of UTAG National Executive.  

 

We, the undersigned, on behalf of several other members who have the best 

interest of UEW at heart, state with the strongest emphasis that we dissociate 

ourselves from the vilification, attacks, innuendos and the condescension that 

characterised the contents of the Press Conference of UTAG-National led by 
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Dr. Eric Opoku-Mensah and delivered on March 26, 2019. We do so on the 

following grounds: 

 

Hypocritical Posture of UTAG National Executive 

 

1. The UTAG-National’s Press Statement on Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

failed to set the records straight as it claimed. Rather, it muddied the 

waters, deepened the friction within UEW, worsened the crisis and 

threw off-gear UEW Governing Council’s quest to use the University 

Statutes and due process to settle issues and bring sanity into the 

University. We believe strongly that as bona fide members of UTAG-

UEW and by extension UTAG-National, and considering the fact that 

the current developments sit squarely on the laps of UTAG-UEW, if 

UTAG-National was democratically-minded, it would have consulted the 

members of the Local Chapter before proceeding to issue press 

releases and public statements in our name. We have the greatest 

stake and say in the current developments in our institution than all the 

current Executives of UTAG-National. Any fair-minded leadership of any 

group or organisation at the National level would be mindful of seeking 

the views of the members of the local members before that National 

leadership would  proceed to address any matter whatsoever that may 

concern that local union. How can UTAG National proceed to discuss 

matters of UEW without first seeking the views as well as the mandate 

from the members before making representations to the public on 

issues affecting the local union?  Indeed, the matters that have arisen in 

the last two weeks are so grave and germane to the effective 

functioning of UEW that UTAG-National could never, based on 

administrative fiat, issue statements in UTAG-UEW’s name or on its 

behalf. Neither would it have been prudent for it to consult a biased-

one-man Executive member holding himself up as the sole UTAG-UEW 

patriarch to issue statements in its name. The issues at stake 



3 

 

demanded a meeting of the General Body of UTAG-UEW at which 

forum majority of the members would have been present to ventilate 

their grievances, views and opinions. 

2.  Ladies and Gentlemen, the last time any UTAG meeting was organised 

on any of our four campuses to allow members to air their views on 

matters affecting their interest was in July 2017. We repeat THE LAST 

TIME ANY UTAG MEETING WAS ORGANISED ON ANY OF OUR 

FOUR CAMPUSES TO ALLOW MEMBERS TO AIR THEIR VIEWS ON 

MATTERS AFFECTING THEIR INTEREST WAS IN JULY, 2017. Over 

18 months.  That is how serious UTAG-National has taken the interest 

of UTAG-UEW and seeks to speak on their behalf.  So, on whose 

mandate was UTAG National speaking? Whose interest is Dr. Eric 

Opoku Mensah and his cohorts serving? Surely not that of UTAG-UEW! 

  

3. We are also surprised at the hypocritical posture of the National 

Executives of UTAG on the UTAG-UEW matters. When the Winneba 

High Court gave a ruling to nullify the election conducted to select 

executives of the local chapter of the Association, UTAG-National chose 

not to pay heed to the ruling. The Court had ordered UTAG-National to 

take interim oversight responsibility of the Winneba Chapter and to 

supervise fresh elections to include UTAG members at Mampong and 

Kumasi campuses. Ladies and gentlemen, Dr. Eric Opoku and his 

National executives never set foot on UEW campus, never met the 

General Body of members let alone, organise the elections as ordered 

by the Winneba High Court. UTAG-National became dormant and 

adamant on the UTAG-UEW case. 

 

4. Surprisingly, when  the Appeal Court gave its order in January, 2019  to 

reverse the decision of the High Court, UTAG National Executives 

shook off their dormancy, found their lost voices and jumped on our 

Management urging them to accord the Executive due recognition. 
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Where is the fairness in this leadership conduct? Is it the case of 

George Orwell’s Animal Farm at work here? Whose bidding is Dr. Eric 

Opoku Mensah calling? 

 

5. We also want to use this opportunity to draw an analogy between what 

happened here in UEW and what happened at KNUST to underline the 

hypocritical stance of Dr. Eric Opoku Mensah and the Executives of 

UTAG National. In the KNUST saga, the Governing Council had taken 

decisions, rolled out new polices and instituted measures of 

administration that the students felt were not in their interest. The 

results were acts of violence that ensued leading to destruction of 

properties amounting to several hundred thousands of cedis.  The 

agitated students, several individuals, alumni and people in high places 

called on the Vice-Chancellor to resign.  UTAG ran to the defence of the 

Governing Council and the Vice-Chancellor when attempts were made 

to ask the latter to resign or step aside. UTAG tagged some of the calls 

as political interference and fiercely resisted it.  In the end, all polices 

that were instituted and which the students alleged were not in their 

interest were withdrawn and the status quo maintained. Indeed most of 

the disciplinary measures lined up or instituted against students were 

reversed.  Even though the policies instituted by the Council had led to 

violence and mayhem by the students, UTAG never asked the VC to 

resign because the situation on campus had deteriorated. UTAG threw 

its support for the Council and the VC and condemned the acts of 

violence perpetrated by students.  

 

However, Dr. Eric Opoku Mensah and the Executives of UTAG, for 

reasons best known to themselves believe the Governing Council and 

the Vice-Chancellor of UEW do not deserve the same support as the 

KNUST Governing Council and Vice-Chancellor. Rather, UTAG, in an 

unprecedented manner, supported and instigated students to violence. 
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Interestingly, UTAG, which protested against political interference in the 

Supi Kwayera’s case of 2017, has now joined forces with external 

individuals to coerce the Governing Council and the Vice-Chancellor to 

reverse the disciplinary decisions taken against some staff: an alliance 

whose goal has led to violent acts never witnessed in the history of the 

University of Education, Winneba. 

 

6.  It must be recalled that in 2017, when Supi Kwayera took the University 

to court, UTAG- National alleged political interference and called a 

Nationwide strike against the Supi-Kwayera’s court action. Please, 

kindly note that in that instance, Supi Kwayera had not invaded the 

University with the support of students and staff to force the hands of 

the Vice-Chancellor to make decisions in his favour. He used the 

constitutionally guaranteed legal process to pursue his agenda. Yet 

UTAG called a strike alleging political interference. There lies the 

hypocrisy of UTAG-National! 

 

7. Regarding the unrest that occurred from March 11-March 14, 2019, 

UTAG National’s dangerous role has been inscribed perpetually on 

brass. The pocket of student protestors on the Winneba Campus went 

about their protest peacefully until the National President of UTAG 

came to campus to incite and assure them of his support. This resulted 

in a violent protest, which was salvaged by the proactive posturing of 

the police and Regional Security Council (REGSEC). Indeed, isn’t it 

amazing that individuals and leaders who have worked for several 

years in the University environment claiming the title ‘intellectuals’ 

would display such level of  ignorance about the internal structures of 

resolving disputes in the University? What was the motivation for such 

display of ignorance that goaded Dr. Eric Opoku Mensah and his 

cohorts to sing the song of staff who have faced various disciplinary 

sanctions of the University and incite same to mayhem?  
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Call on VC and Council Chair to Resign 

 

8. UTAG-National Executive's call on the Council Chairman, Prof. 

Emmanuel N. Abakah and the Vice-Chancellor, Rev. Fr.  Prof. Anthony 

Afful-Broni, to resign is, frivolous, baseless and without any due regard 

or merit. We wish to state that the Governing Council, in administering 

the sanctions visited on some affected staff, exercised the powers 

conferred on it by the Act and Statutes established to govern its 

functions. It followed due process and same process should be followed 

if any staff feels unfairly treated. The Council Chair and the VC have 

maintained and ensured sanity in the system even in the face of 

extreme provocation from forces internal and external 

 

9. The accusation by the UTAG-National President that the Governing 

Council has not heeded to the various calls for reconciliation is a 

misrepresentation and distortion of facts. The Governing Council’s 

Press Release on March 18, 2019 dealt expressly with the issue of 

reconciliation by asking affected parties, who wish to do so, to appeal; 

and that any such appeal would be handled on case-by-case basis. 

 

At this juncture, we wish to acknowledge this window of opportunity that 

has been opened to our affected colleagues upon whom various 

disciplinary measures have been administered. We urge them to pursue 

the right path by accepting the call to petition and proceed to do same. 

Once they humbly take this right step and initiate the process of 

petition, we shall also add our voices and pleas to the Governing 

Council to tamper justice with mercy and allow its sense of magnanimity 

to cover our affected colleagues.   
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Resolution 

 

We the greater members of UTAG-UEW, therefore, resolve as follows: 

 

1. That we wish to categorically state without any degree of contradiction 

that UTAG-National Executives do not have the locus and power to 

speak on the current developments at UEW as they purport to do in as 

much as they forfeited that locus and power through an abdication of 

their responsibility to consult us on current  matters in which we have 

the greatest interest. 

 

2.  That we reject and dismiss UTAG-National posturing of arrogating unto 

itself the power to represent us, purporting to speak for us and on our 

behalf, and attempting to coerce us into accepting what they falsely 

seek to put into the public domain on issues affecting our University.  

 

3. That we unequivocally remain steadfastly and solidly behind the Vice-

Chancellor, Rev. Fr. Prof. Anthony Afful-Broni and the Chairman of the 

Governing Council, Prof. Emmanuel Abakah and urge the two leaders 

to remain at post, maintain their mature composure, which they have so 

far exhibited up to this point of extreme provocation,  and help steer the 

affairs of the University towards greater heights. 

 

4. That we resolve that the UTAG National President, Dr Eric Opoku 

Mensah must resign with immediate effect for misinforming, deceiving 

and, more seriously, encouraging and inciting students to escalate their 

protest to the level of violence. It is unethical, unprecedented and 

morally out of order for a UTAG National President who is supposed to 

seek the welfare of his members to endanger the lives of members of a 
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group he leads by inciting students to commit acts of violence leading to 

the destruction of both individual and University property. 

 

5. That we admonish UTAG-National Executives to desist from blindly 

meddling in the affairs of UEW, inflaming passions and causing 

unnecessary fear and panic for students, lecturers, staff and members 

of the University community as well as the good people of Winneba. 

Any UTAG-National intervention would only be welcomed with the tacit 

support of us the members of the Winneba Local Chapter who are 

prime internal stakeholders of UEW. 

 

6. That, as indicated earlier, we call on all our colleagues, especially those 

affected  by the disciplinary measures, to use the internal structures of 

the University to address their grievances and not engage in behaviours 

that create tension in the University and jeopardise academic work. 

 

7. We call on the President of the Republic, His Excellency Nana Addo 

Dankwa Akufo-Addo, the Minister of Education, the Honourable Dr. 

Matthew Opoku Prempeh, and all well-meaning alumni and Ghanaians 

who have the development of the University at heart to treat the UTAG-

National Press Statement with all the contempt it deserves. We urge 

them to support the Governing Council and the Vice-Chancellor to 

continue with the progressive steps they have initiated in the last few 

months to radically develop and transform this University for mother 

Ghana. 

 

8. Finally, we humbly appeal to the Minister of Education, the Honourable 

Dr. Matthew Opoku Prempeh, the Governing Council, the Academic 

Board and the Regional Security Council to, urgently, take all the 

appropriate steps to ensure that normalcy is returned to the Winneba 
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and Ajumako Campuses to allow academic work to resume within the 

shortest time. 

 

 

Signed 

 

Members, UTAG-UEW  

 

 

 


